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VIRGINIA IN 1624-25. 



[Abstracts from British Public Record Office, by W. N. Sainsbury.] 



Commission to Governor Wyatt, 1624. 

Aug. 26, 1624. 

The King's commission to Sir Francis Wyatt and others, to 
be Governor and council of Virginia. 

The substance of his maj letters Patents of the 4th (10 april, 
1606) 7th (23 may, 1609) and 9th (12 march, 1612) years are 
recited. The examination of the State of Virginia by com" who 
certified that most of the people, by sickness, famine and mas- 
sacres by the savages were dead, tho' the country appeared 
fruitful and healthful, so that the neglect the comm" conceived 
must fall on the Governors and company here. His majesty" 
resolves to alter the charters of the company as to the point of 
government and that because the Treasurer and company did not 
submit their charters to be reformed, said charters were upon a 
quo warranto avoided and also the appointment by commission 
dated July 15, 1624, of Henry Viscount Mandeville, Lord Presi- 
dent of the Council and others for managing the affairs of said 
colony in England and said commissioners having advised to 
appoint persons residing in Virginia for the ordering of affairs 
there, his maj. by these presents nominates Sir Francis Wyatt, 
Governor, and Francis West, Sir George Yeardley, George 
Sandys, Robert [Roger] Smith, Ralph Hamor, John Martin, 1 
John Harvey,' Samuel Mathews,* Abraham Piersey, 4 Isaac Madi- 

1 Captain John Martin, member of the first Council of Virginia in 1607, 
1624, &c. AH of the writers on the early history of Virginia, from 
Captain Smith to Mr. Brown, treat largely of John Martin, who unjustly 
or not, seems to have been thoroughly disliked by most of the people 
of Virginia. 

' Afterwards Sir John Harvey, and Governor of Virginia 1630-35, and 
January, 1636-7, to the fall of 1639. For notices of him and of his depo- 
sition by the Council and others, see this Magazine I, 87, 416-431; III, 
21-34- 

•Captain Samuel Matthews, member of the Council 1624-44, again in 
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son i and William Claybourne, council for said colony with 
authority to govern and punish, according' to instructions here- 
tofore given or that shall hereafter be given by his maj, or his 
cominis". 3^ membranes (Patent Roll 22, Jas. I, part 17, No. 2.) 



Governor Wyatt and Council, to the Vrginia 
Company. 

James City, Dec. 2, 1624. 
Governor Sir Francis Wyatt and Council of Virginia to Henry 
Earl of Southampton, with the Lords and others of the council 
and company of Virginia. Have received letters from the Lords 
of the council of 19 Dec, 1623, and from the company of 4 Feby. 
(1623-4) °f especial recommendations in behalf of Capt. John 
Martin, which by divers reports, since his arrival, he hath little 
deserved, notwithstanding are ready to give their best assistance 
to the accommodation of his business. Have received no orders 
concerning the widow Smaley till the receipt of their last letters, 
herself is not yet arrived in Virginia but remaining in New 
England, nor hath appointed any to solicit her cause, but at her 
arrival she shall find all lawful favor. They have had a great 
victory this year over Otiotan and the Pamunkeys with their 

1652, Governor from December, 1656 to his death in January, 1659. See 
this Magazine I, 91; and William and Mary Quarterly III, 173; V, 277- 
78; VI, 91-94. 

'Abraham Persey, Piersey or Percey, Cape Merchant (Treasurer) of 
Virginia, 1619; member of the Council 1624-28. See this Magazine I, 
18788. 

'Captain Isaac Madison came to Virginia in 1608. He died at Shirley 
Hundred, in 1624, before the notice of his appointment to the Council 
reached him. His wife Mary, who came in the ship Treasurer, in 161 S, 
was living in 1624, aged 30 at "West and Shirley Hundred." Captain 
Madison was an influential man in the colony and took an active part in 
its defence against the Indians. A street ballad was printed in London, 
in 1624, in honor of the leaders in the war against the Indians, which 
contains the following in regard to Captain Madison: 

" And Captaine Maddisone likewise with honor did proceed, 
Who coming took not [only] all their corne, but likewise took their King, 
And unto James his Citty he did these rich trophies bring." 

The statement about taking the " King " was a mistake. 
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Confederates, by not above 60 fighting men, whereof 24 were 
employed only in cutting down corn. In this fight was shown 
what the Indians could do, having maintained fight two days 
and much in the open field, the young men being beaten up by 
the elder and corn cut down sufficient to sustain 4,000 men for a 
twelve month. Had they been well furnished with powder, the 
Governor would have proceeded to Matipony river and hazarded 
the starving of all those nations. In this expedition, sixteen 
English were hurt, including nine of the best shot, yet never a 
man slain, nor none that have miscarried of those hurts. Since 
when the Indians have not greatly troubled them. The Indians 
were never known to show so great resolution, there being of the 
Pamunkeys 800 bowmen besides other nations. Much depended 
upon the success of this action, the Pamunkeys having made 
great brag of what they would do among the northern nations, 
of which the King of Patuxen sent an Indian to the English 
expressly to be an eye witness of the event. Regret their small 
store of powder which is now so far exhausted, that without a 
supply they will not be able to maintain their plantations against 
attemps made upon them, and earnestly desire a further supply 
with the greatest celerity. This summer the colony hath very 
well stood to health, which affirms that the mortality of former 
years is not to be imputed to the climate. A plentiful harvest of 
corn God hath sent them and the industrious are well stored with 
other provisions so that, excepting the number of men, the colony 
hath worn out the scars of the massacre and if in one thing it 
comes short, in many things it exceedeth the former conditions. 
Signed by the Governor and by Sir Francis West, Sir George 
Yeardley, Geo, Sandys, Roger Smith, John Pott and Ralph 
Hamor. 2j4 pt. {Colonial Papers, Vol. 3, No. 30.) 



Gov. Wyatt and Council to the Virginia Company. 

James City, Feb. 4, 1624-5. 

Governor Sir Francis Wyatt, Sir Francis West, Sir George 
Yeardley, George Sandys, John Pott, Roger Smith and Ralph 
Hamor, to Henry, Earl of Southampton and the Council and 
Company of Virginia, send as commanded particulars of their 
proceedings and orders upon the complaints of Captain John 
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Martin against Sir George Yeardley,* and also for the cattle in 
question between him and Captain Bargrave, so far as concerns 
the possession, not the right and property which controversy is 
yet depending in the High Court of Chancery, in England. 
Cannot but praise the company's charity in forgiving and for- 
getting those many and foul injuries whereof he hath boasted, 
yet hold it their duties to inform how much they are mistaken 
in him, being besides his many slanders whereof they send some 
particulars, a source of dissension and disobedience and a man 
of so light report and credit in the Colony that they hope the 
venom that proceeds from him will produce no dangerous effect. 
Cannot but be sensible how much the obedience to themselves 
hath been shaken & weakened, first at rumours spread at the 
coming of the Commis'rs, now revived by Capt. Martin, and 
must forsee how much the Plantations and their good opinions 
with the company are likely to suffer by false suggestions. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. 3, No. 36.) 



Proclamation by Charles I, in Regard to Virginia. 

Whitehall, May 13, 1625. 
Proclamation by the King whereas the colony of Virginia 
planted by the hands of our most dear father of blessed memory 
for the propagation of Christian religion, the increase of trade 
and the enlarging of his royal Empire hath not hitherto pros- 
pered so happily as was hoped and desired, a great occasion 
whereof his late majesty conceived to be, for that the govern- 
ment of that colony was committed to the company of Virginia, 
incorporated of a multitude of persons of several dispositions, 
amongst whom the affairs of greatest moment were and must be 
ruled by the greater number of votes and voices and therefore 
his late maj. did desire to presume that popular government and 
accordingly the letters Patents of that Incorporation were by his 
highness direction in a legal course questioned and thereupon 
judicially repealed and adjudged to be void, wherein his maj. 
aim was only to reduce that government into such a right course 
as might best agree with that form which was held in the rest of 

* See Yeardley's reply, printed post. 
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his Monarchy and was not intended by him to take away or im- 
peach the particular interest of any private planter or adventurer, 
nor to alter the same otherwise than should be of necessity for 
the good of the public, and whereas we continue the like care of 
those colonies as our late dear father did and upon deliberate 
advice are of the same judgement with our said father for the 
government of Virginia. Now lest the apprehension of former 
personal differences might distract the minds of the planters or 
adventurers, or the opinion that we would neglect those planta- 
tions, might discourage men to go or send thither. We have 
thought fit to publish our own resolution in these things — that we 
hold those territories of Virginia '& the Somers Islands as also 
of New England to be a part of our Royal Empire, descended 
upon us and undoubtedly belonging unto us and that we hold 
ourself as well bound by our regal office to protect, maintain and 
support the same and are so resolved to do as any other part of 
our Dominions. 

And that our full resolution is, to the end that there may be 
one uniform course of government through our whole Monarchy 
that the government of Virginia shall immediately depend upon 
ourself and not be committed to any company or corporation to 
whom it may be proper to trust matters of trade and commerce, 
but cannot be fit or safe to communicate the ordering of State 
affairs, be they of never so mean consequence and that therefore 
we have determined that our commissioners for those affairs shall 
proceed according to the tenor of our commission directed to 
them, until we shall declare our further pleasure therein, never- 
theless we do hereby declare that we are resolved to establish a 
council consisting of a few persons of understanding and quality, 
for the immediate care of the affairs of that colony who shall 
be answerable to us for their proceedings and in matters of 
greater moment shall be subordinate to our privy Council here, 
and that we will also establish another council to be resident in 
Virginia, who shall be subordinate to our Council here, for that 
Colony, and that our own charge we will maintain those public 
officers & ministers, and that strength of men, munition and for- 
tification fit and necessary for the defense of that plantation and 
will by any course that shall be desired of us, settle and assure 
the particular rights and interests of every planter and adven- 
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turer in any of those Territories which shall desire the same to 
give them full satisfaction for their quiet and assured enjoying 
thereof. 

And lastly, whereas it is agreed on all sides, that the Tobacco 
of Virginia and the Somers Islands (the only present means for 
their subsistence) cannot be managed for the good of the plan- 
tations unless it be brought into one hand, whereas foreign to- 
bacco may be carefully kept out & the Tobacco of those planta- 
tions may yield a certain and ready price to the owners. We 
are resolved to take the same into our own hands & to give such 
prices for same as may give the planters & adventurers reason- 
able satisfaction & encouragement, there manner hereof we will 
determine hereafter. Our late Proclamation of 9 April last, 
touching Tobacco, to be strictly observed. And we do hereby 
advise all our loving subjects, and all others whom it may con- 
cern, not to adventure the breach of our Royal Commandment 
in any of the premises we being fully resolved upon no impor- 
tunity or intercession whatsoever to release or remit the deserved 
punishment of such as shall dare to offend against the same, 
seeing we hold not ourself only but our people interested therein. 
{Proclamations Charles I, No. 10.) 



Governor Wyatt and Council to the Privy Council. 

James City, June 15, 1625. 

Governor Sir Francis Wyatt and Council of Virginia to [the 
Privy Council]. Have received their Lordships' order for re- 
turning an account of Mr. Pounds his estate; the value of it far 
short of what they conceived, his debts ten times exceeding the 
same, so desire to be excused sending home the goods, the 
most part not worth the transport, to the end the creditors may 
receive some satisfaction. In reference to Sir Thomas Merry's 
suit — as executor to Pountis, against John Hart for ^200, as- 
signed by the country to him towards for soliciting their affairs — 
since no money was expended and their suit not prosecuted, by 
reason of Pountis' death at his first arrival (in England), beg 
the suit may not proceed to the perverting of the intention of 
their gift and the equity of the cause itself. His Maj. commis- 
sioners for Virginia have written to send home the tobacco levied 
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for the discharge of the two hundred pounds, which the Gov- 
ernor and Council desire they may not be forced into. 

Captain John Martin lately nominated by his Majesty to be of 
the Council in Virginia, hath proved himself altogether un- 
worthy; have been forced to suspend him — his many delin- 
quences from his first entrance into the land until they grew to 
so great an excess as was dangerous to his Maj. service and ex- 
tremely predjudicial to the Colony. Humbly desire that this 
may be accepted for their just excuse. Understand from one of 
his Maj. Commis'rs for Virginia that his Maj. is highly incensed 
against them for punishing one Edward Sharpies,* who, being 
far above his quality, was at his earnest request admitted as their 
clerk and sworn not to deliver any copies of their writings with- 
out leave from the Governor, he, contrary to his oath and duty, 
hath upon a secret practice delivered their papers which greatly 
concerned them, for which his perfidiousness and perjury he was 
set in the pilory and lost a piece of one of his ears, though his 
sentence was to lose them both. This hath been so misreported 
to his Maj. as a bloody and barbarous act and themselves threat- 
ened with foul and injurious terms, "as if we were below the 
condition of freemen." Desire they may not tread as upon 
thorns in all their actions, through the malice of their traducers 
nor be subject to their violent insultings. Lastly, they offer for 
consideration, the desperate state of this colony by the late per- 
nicious contract which hath diverted his Maj. bounty to this col- 
ony in granting them the sole importation of Tobacco, which 
well ordered would certainly advance the plantation, but by con- 
verting the benefit thereof to private and inordinate lucre hath 



* Edward Sharpless became Acting Secretary of the Colony early in 
1624. Contrary to the order of the Governor and Council, he .secretly 
furnished to the royal commissioners sent to Virginia, copies of various 
communications from the Governor, Council and Burgesses, to the Vir- 
ginia Company, as well as other important papers sent to England by 
John Pountis. For this breach of trust he justly incurred the indignation 
of the Virginia authorities, and on May 20, 1624, was sentenced to be 
pilloried and have his ears cut off. It appears, however, that only a 
piece of one ear was actually cut. This vigorous assertion of the 
privileges of their Assembly by the Virginians, of course highly incensed 
the King. 
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given the colony the greatest blow that ever it received and 
without speedy redress will prove incurable, the effects whereof 
begin to disclose themselves in their scant and miserable supplies, 
at most unconscionable rates and in the greatest discouragement 
of the whole Colony. They may not be silent that some of his 
Maj. commis'rs are contrivers and favorers of this contract, con- 
trary to the trust reposed in them. The malicious designs now 
in plotting to overthrow his Maj. public Ministers who have dis- 
charged their consciences in his Maj. service with all integrity 
and fidelity, desire their Lordships to take their innocency into 
their Lords""' patronage and that the colony may not fall while 
it is in their charge by the sinister practices of others. 

Signed by Sir Francis Wyatt, Sir Francis West, & Sir George 
Yeardley, Ralph Hamor, Sam'l Mathews, Wm. Clayburne, 
George Sandys, Abrah. Piersey, & Roger Smith. 3 pages 
(Colonial Papers, Vol. 3, No. 41.) 



Answer of Sir George Yeardley to Charges of Captain 
John Martin, &c. 



( Copy from British Pub. Rec. Office. ) 



[Captain John Martin, who came to Virginia in the the first 
expedition in 1607, and remained in public life in the Colony 
longer than any of his companions in the early settlement, was 
long a thorn in the flesh to the Virginia authorities. In England 
he was one of the faction of the Virginia Company which was 
subservient to the King's wishes, and was one of those who 
voted to surrender the charter, and in Virginia, he was from 
1616 constantly in opposition to the Governor and Assembly. 
Two burgesses were sent from his plantation, Martins Brandon, 
to the first Assembly, in 1619, but they were very properly ex- 
cluded by the House, because under the terms of Martin's pat- 
ent, his plantation seemed, and was claimed by him, to be 
exempt from the general government of the Colony. At this 
Assembly, objection was also made to seating the burgesses 
from Captain Ward's plantation, on the ground that Capt. Ward 



